University of South Florida

Digital Commons @ University of South Florida
Crow's Nest

USF St. Petersburg campus University History:
Campus Publications

3-21-2022

Crow's Nest : 2022 : 03 : 21
University of South Florida St. Petersburg

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/crows_nest

Recommended Citation
University of South Florida St. Petersburg, "Crow's Nest : 2022 : 03 : 21" (2022). Crow's Nest. 873.
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/crows_nest/873

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the USF St. Petersburg campus University History:
Campus Publications at Digital Commons @ University of South Florida. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Crow's Nest by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ University of South Florida. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

USF approves new
football stadium on
Sycamore Fields

USF faculty, students
and staff hold
moment of silence
for Ukraine
p. 7

Hundreds turn out for
‘It’s OK to Say Gay’
rally

p. 5

p. 8

CROW’S NEST
THE

THE STUDENT NEWSPAPER AT THE USF ST. PETERSBURG CAMPUS

Volume 58 | Issue 10 | March 21, 2022 | Online at crowsneststpete.com

@CrowsNestStPete

@USFCrowsNest

@USFCrowsNest

The Crow’s Nest at USFSP

TYLER, THE PERFORMER

The Call Me If You Get Lost Tour brought renown artists to the Tampa campus’
Yuengling Center, including (from left to right) Kali Uchis, Tyler, The Creator and
Vince Staples.

USF leaders speak on
successful legislative session

By Sophia George
Crow’s Nest Staff

F

lorida state legislators
proposed hundreds
of millions of
dollars in funding for all
three University of South
Florida campuses as well as
USF Health –– resulting in a
successful legislative session.
In January, dozens of USF
students gathered at the State
Capitol in Tallahassee for USF
Day at the Capitol, alongside
USF Interim President Rhea
Law, Board of Trustees Chair
Will Weatherford, Vice Chair
Mike Griffin, St. Petersburg
campus Regional Chancellor
Martin Tadlock and SarasotaManatee campus Regional
Chancellor Karen Holbrook.
The students and
university leaders advocated

for USF’s 2022 priorities,
which included a $50 million
increase in USF’s operational
budget, at least $30 million
to begin construction on the
USF Environmental and
Oceanographic Sciences
Research and Teaching
Facility on the St. Petersburg
campus, over $18 million for
research labs on the Tampa
campus and $3 million to
build a new STEM facility on
the Sarasota-Manatee campus.
The effort put forth by
students, faculty and leaders
proved successful –– as of
March 10, the 2022-2023 state
budget includes significant
funding for several higher
education institutions
including USF, according to a
press release.

See LEGISLATURE on p. 2
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Prominent Campus Board member’s
term comes to an end
By Molly Ryan
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

his month, St.
Petersburg Campus
Board member
Susan Churuti’s eventful fouryear term comes to an end.
Churuti has been an
advocate for success and a
voice of accountability at the
University of South Florida.
“It has been a joy to be of
service to USFSP and to get
to know the leadership, staff,
professors and students here,”
Churuti said to The Crow’s
Nest.
Churuti joined the Campus
Board in 2018 as a longtime
Pinellas County attorney and
active community partner,
replacing her husband, Bob
Churuti, who served two

terms from 2010 to 2018.
In 2019, both Susan and
Bob were honored by USF St.
Petersburg for their efforts —
including the establishment of
the Scott Deering Hamilton
Scholarship Fund in honor
of Susan’s brother, a USF
St. Petersburg alumnus, who
passed away three years prior.
At her last Campus
Board meeting on Feb. 3,
St. Petersburg Regional
Chancellor Martin Tadlock
was moved to tears thanking
Churuti for her “service” and
the “energy” she provided to
the board.
“You know [Churuti’s]
history… Her work with the
county has been phenomenal
over all these years, which
continues to give her that
opportunity to be the advocate

that she has been for this
campus and USF in Pinellas
County,” Tadlock said. “I’m
really honored to call you my
friend.”
Chair of the St. Petersburg
Campus Board, Melissa
Seixas, remarked that
Tadlock’s speech came from a
genuine place and agreed that
“the contributions that Bob
and Susan have made to this
board truly are extraordinary.”
“[Churuti] and her family
have been a part of this
community for many decades,
she could have selected many
things to give her time to over
the last few years, and the
fact that one of them was this
campus board, we are forever
in debt to you,” Seixas said.

See CHURUTI on p. 2
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“We owe deep gratitude
to our legislative leaders,
especially USF alum and
Speaker of the [Florida’s]
House [of Representatives]
Chris Sprowls, Senate
President Wilton Simpson
and the entire Tampa Bay
Legislative Delegation for
their recognition of USF’s
immense value to our
community, to our state and
to the world,” Law said.
“The investments
proposed for USF will help
us continue our tremendous
momentum and have a
lasting impact on the Tampa
Bay region for generations to
come.”
“I am also deeply grateful
to our students, faculty,
staff, alumni and other
supporters for all that they
do to positively impact
our community and our
state, making USF such a
compelling investment for
the future,” Law said.
The state’s proposed
investments agreed upon
by the Legislature are as
follows:

USF’s Operating
Budget Priorities
• $55 million recurring
increase in USF’s
operational budget ––
the largest single-year
investment in operational
support that the university
has ever received.
• Over $20 million for
cybersecurity workforce
development and research.

Continued from front page
• $37 million for Cyber
Florida at USF to perform
cybersecurity vulnerability
assessments, develop
improvements and solutions
and to train state and local
government employees
against cyber-attacks.
• $12 million to expand
USF’s nursing programs
and operate the Florida
Center for Nursing at the
university’s College of
Nursing.
• Over $5 million to fund
the Florida Flood Hub
for Applied Research and
Innovation at the College of
Marine Science on the St.
Petersburg campus.
• $500,000 to fund a study
on the effectiveness of
hyperbaric chamber therapy
in veterans with posttraumatic stress disorder.
• Over $306,000 for the
St. Petersburg campus’
Citizen Scholars Partnership
program.

campus.
• Over $6 million funded by
the Capital Improvement
Trust Fund to invest in
campus life facility projects
on all three campuses.
• Over $72 million for
maintenance and repair of
existing USF facilities on
all three campuses.

• $75 million to fund
the construction of the
Environmental and
Oceanographic Sciences
Research and Teaching
Facility on the St.
Petersburg campus.
• $33 million to remodel
USF Health facilities and
add new state of the art
simulation equipment.
• $3 million to plan the
construction of the new
nursing and STEM building
on the Sarasota-Manatee

According to the
press release, the $75
million going towards
the Environmental and
Oceanographic Sciences
Research and Teaching
Facility on USF’s St.
Petersburg campus will
help foster more research
opportunities to address
environmental challenges
such as climate change and
sea level rise.
Tadlock expressed his
gratitude for the historic
investment and explained the
opportunities and benefits of
the new facility.
“Think about the
opportunities this will
create for students pursuing
careers in this evolving field,
as well as for businesses
looking to build a talent
pipeline,” Tadlock said.
“Think about the benefit
to the community, as we
enhance our ability to
analyze sea level rise and
high-tide flood events, and
to make that information
accessible to policymakers,
planners, elected officials
and the general public. This
historic investment will be
paying dividends for years to
come.”
The funding for the new

people across the community
attended a town hall meeting
at the St. Petersburg campus
to weigh in on the concerns
associated with imminent
consolidation.
Churuti spoke before the
consolidation task force,
emphasizing to them how
“historically, Pinellas County
has been underserved by
the university system”
and asked for “kind and
flexible” treatment of those
“caught up personally in the
consolidation.”
At the start of 2019, fears
arose over the potential of
St. Petersburg and SarasotaManatee being classified as
“instructional sites” rather
than “branch campuses.”
Churuti emphasized the
importance of calling St.
Petersburg a branch campus.
In October of 2020, the
St. Petersburg Campus
Board addressed pressure
from legislators to boost the
campus’s low enrollment and
introduce 650 first-time-incollege freshmen during the
summer and fall semesters
of 2021— both Churuti
and fellow board member,
Lawrence Hamilton, felt
skeptical.

In an interview with
The Crow’s Nest, Churuti
expressed she had “heard
a lot of disappointment
[in the community about]
the [enrollment] numbers
dropping, and particularly
the number of minorities
dropping.”
During the 2020 meeting,
Churuti also questioned the
transparency of former USF
president Steve Currall’s
administration when she
expressed that she was
“very disappointed” that she
didn’t receive a copy of the
university’s consolidation
self-study report — adding
that the board members
“should at least be able to see
what it [said].”
At that point, it was
already a public record.
Churuti highlighted
another lapse in judgment
by the Currall administration
when $250,000 from St.
Petersburg’s annual budget
were transferred to USF
Health for the pediatric
residency program at Johns
Hopkins All Children’s
Hospital in 2021 — despite
concerns from the board prior
to the transfer’s finalization.
At a March 2021 meeting,

USF’s Construction
and Maintenance
Priorities

COURTESY OF USF

USF Day at the Capitol gave students and university
leaders a chance to advocate for the institution’s
2022 priorities at the start of this year’s legislative
session.
nursing and STEM building
on the USF SarasotaManatee campus will allow
for more advanced research
labs, additional majors in
engineering and technology
as well as help alleviate the
regional nursing shortage.
“The USF SarasotaManatee campus is
particularly grateful to the
Legislature for recognizing
the desperate need for
well-trained nurses and
investing in the future
STEM workforce. We are
committed to developing
and growing programs that
directly impact the continued
success and attractiveness of
the region –– for students,
families, companies and the
Florida economy,” Holbrook
said.
Additionally, Dr. Charles
Lockwood, senior vice
president of USF Health
and dean of the USF

Health Morsani College
of Medicine, spoke on the
investments in USF Health.
“USF Health will use
their portion of these
funds to greatly expand
USF’s nursing program
to address the state’s
acute nursing workforce
shortage, and to support our
world-class USF Health
research, educational and
clinical programs, which
enhance the economic wellbeing of our region and
the personal health of all
Floridians,” Lockwood said.
On March 14, the
legislature voted on these
funding initiatives in the
state budget and will send it
to Gov. Ron DeSantis for his
review and approval over the
coming weeks.

Churuti pointed out that
while the board agreed the
funds would be useful to USF
Health, “it’s not necessarily a
priority for the USF St. Pete
Campus Board” and that there
was an understanding that this
sentiment would be relayed
to USF’s Board of Trustees
(BOT).
Churuti also underscored
the way the transfer was
handled, as Nick Setteducato,
St. Petersburg’s interim vice
president and chief operating
officer, admitted it was done
“kind of undercover.”
Concerns surrounding the
issue would again surface at
a Campus Board meeting on
Aug. 5, 2021, when the board
recommended to reverse
Currall’s transfer — just two
weeks following Currall’s
sudden retirement after a twoyear tenure.
At the meeting, Churuti
called the transfer and
its execution “kind of
demoralizing.”
“When we see another
entity come in and take some
of the money that is available
to us, it’s hard to feel like
we can fulfill our obligations
because there is no money
left,” she said in the meeting.

Five days later, USF
Interim President Rhea
Law indicated at a BOT
meeting that USF would be
looking into alternative funds
to support the residency
program.
In terms of the future of
the St. Petersburg campus,
Churuti told The Crow’s
Nest that her “biggest hopes”
center on “attracting and
retaining good people to
serve in the various current
vacancies, from regional
chancellor on down” and that
the “Center of Excellence
in Environmental and
Oceanographic Sciences
is a wonderful opportunity
for the university and the
community.”
She also assured the board
that while she wouldn’t be
holding the position, “I will
still be your friend,” during
the Feb. 3 Campus Board
meeting.
“Anything that I can do
to support anyone in your
efforts, I will do,” Churuti
said.

george117@usf.edu

CHURUTI

Continued from front page
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At the end of her speech,
Seixas added that the board
could “always depend on”
Churuti to be an advocate
for the university while also
holding it accountable — as
she did over the course of
her four years on the St.
Petersburg Campus Board.
Churuti began her term
in March of 2018, the same
month former governor Rick
Scott signed the Florida
Excellence in Higher
Education Act of 2018 (House
Bill 423), requiring all three
USF campuses to consolidate
accreditations under one
system and be implemented
by law — a bill that sparked a
petition and uproar across the
St. Petersburg campus from
prior to its signing to present.
That September, 200

mollyr5@usf.edu
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Florida Senate moves forward with ‘Don’t
Say Gay’ bill

By Ashley George
Contributor

T

he LGBTQ+
community takes
another hit as the
Florida Senate passed House
Bill (HB) 1557 in a 22-17
vote on March 8.
The bill, informally known
as the “Don’t Say Gay” bill,
was passed by the Florida
House of Representatives
last month, effectively
earning enough support from
Republican proponents to
make it to the desk of Gov.
Ron DeSantis.
The legislation is formally
known as the Parental

Rights in Education bill,
with a declared emphasis on
parent involvement by bill
supporters.
HB 1557 states that
discussions surrounding
LGBTQ+ topics, like sexual
orientation and gender
identity, “may not occur in
kindergarten through third
grade or in a manner that
is not age-appropriate or
developmentally appropriate
for students in accordance
with state standards.”
DeSantis has continuously
vocalized his support for the
bill and is expected to sign it
into law.

White House Press
Secretary Jen Psaki
denounced the legislation in a
press conference on March 9.
“It’s discriminatory.
It’s a form of bullying. It’s
horrific,” Psaki said.
Student activists from the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg have also
spoken out against Florida
lawmakers, condemning the
bill. LGBTQ+ members and
allies at the University of
South Florida St. Petersburg
participated in the statewide
walkout organized by
advocates on March 3
to publicly protest the

NEWS 3

recent legislation.
USF St. Petersburg’s
P.R.I.D.E. Alliance has also
taken measures against the
bill, including writing letters
to legislators and creating
a safe space for students to
discuss their experiences and
how the bill has impacted
them.
If the bill is signed by
DeSantis, it would take effect
July 1.
Ashley George is a
digital communication and
multimedia journalism
major at USF St.
Petersburg.
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USF collaborates with Stetson University on honors law courses
By Aubrey Carr
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

his semester,
University of
South Florida
undergraduate students
received a glimpse at law
school through a partnership
with Stetson University
College of Law.
The newly introduced
honors class, “Text, Tweet,
Take to the Street: Dissent
and the First Amendment,”
covers many of the same
topics taught in a traditional
law school class, discussing
the First Amendment
through examinations of the
U.S. Constitution, past court
rulings and case studies.
The course, taught
by Kirsten Davis, a law
professor at Stetson
University and the inaugural
Judy Genshaft Honors
College Visiting Professor
of Law, tackles a modern
approach to the topic,
considering issues that
affect students today.

“In all areas of life,
we are dealing with what
dissent looks like. We see
it on television, in our
neighborhoods, on Twitter
and Facebook,” Davis said
in a press release. “For any
citizen, understanding how
the First Amendment fits
with that discourse is really
important.”
In order to bring a law
school level curriculum
to an undergraduate class,
Davis incorporates a range
of creative techniques, like
crossword puzzles, pangram
puzzles and art projects, to
keep students engaged and
interested in the high-level
coursework.
“I’ve taken what I know
about teaching law school
and adapted it for what I
hope is a fun and interesting
course for outstanding
undergraduate students, no
matter their major,” Davis
said. “I think our favorite
in-class activity has been
making art as a way to
review key concepts of the

course. Later on, we’ll be
working with poetry as a
way to explore free speech
concepts.”
The class was brought
to USF St. Petersburg to
help expose undergraduate
students to legislation
before they commit to a law
degree.
“The class will help
students decide whether
or not they want to attend
law school. Even if it’s
not for them, now they’ll
know,” said Thomas Smith,
associate dean of the Judy
Genshaft Honors College
and a professor of political
science. “Students will
come away from the class
with an understanding of
the boundaries of the First
Amendment, but also an
appreciation of the role of
free speech in a democratic
society.”
The course enrolled
students of all majors,
including psychology,
political science and
biology.

“I didn’t realize how
much was covered under
the First Amendment, and
it’s been really interesting
to have those debates about
what should and should not
be covered,” sophomore
psychology major, Isabella
Simon-Pleines, said.
Even for students
without an interest in a law
career, the course offered indepth information valuable
for any workforce.
“I’m still deciding
between going into
experimental psychology
or social work therapybased psychology,” senior
Elaine Begleiter said. “If
it’s the latter, the law would
play a big part in working
on issues regarding child
advocacy and the court
system and the rights
between parents and
children.”
The class is one of
several collaborations
between USF and Stetson
University.

A similar course
focusing on environmental
regulation was offered this
semester for environmental
science majors, taught
by Stetson’s Foreman
Biodiversity Fellow
Katherine Platt and thirdyear law student Lauren
Beames.
In addition to classes,
Stetson offers USF students
an accelerated pathway and
direct admission to Stetson
University College of Law.
Stetson 4+3 allows
students who meet a certain
GPA and Law School
Admission Test (LSAT)
score guaranteed admission
to the College of Law.
The 3+3 Bachelor’s/J.D.
Program allows eligible
students to graduate from
USF having already taken
their first year of law school
courses through Stetson.
aubrey14@usf.edu

Lawmakers pass HB 5 banning abortions after 15 weeks
By Ashley George
Contributor

T

he Florida Senate
approved House Bill
(HB) 5 on March
3 in a 23-15 vote that would
ban most abortions after 15
weeks of pregnancy, including
victims of rape, incest or
human trafficking.
Florida’s current law
restricts abortions after 24
weeks. The new law would
decrease the amount of time
by nine weeks and only allow
for exceptions involving
“serious risk and irreversible
physical impairment” to the
pregnant person and “fatal
fetal abnormality.”
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
is poised to swiftly sign the
bill as it lands on his desk
— backed by the state’s
Republican legislators.
“I think the protections are
warranted and I think we’ll
be able to sign that in short
order,” DeSantis said in a

March 4 press conference.
Maggie Hyde, a creative
writing major at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg, spoke out
against the bill.
“Bringing a child into the
world is a decision that cannot
be made lightly. When you
take away a woman’s right to
choose, babies are born into
families that are unable to
care for them,” Hyde said.
“These children often end
up in an already overburdened
foster care system.”
HB 5 mirrors legislation
in Mississippi, West Virginia
and Arizona, all of which ban
abortions after the 15-week
mark.
These bills raise concern
over the fate of Roe v. Wade,
the landmark Supreme
Court decision that legalized
abortion nationwide in 1973.
“Pro-life” activists hope
that the court’s Republican
majority will universally

overturn the decision.
HB 5’s main sponsor, Sen.
Kelli Stargel, R-Lakeland,
said in a press release earlier
this month, “we have a duty
to protect life. This bill
safeguards innocent, unborn
children with beating hearts,
who can move, taste, see and
feel pain... I am grateful to
my Senate colleagues for their
support and look forward to
seeing this pro-life legislation
signed into law by Gov.
DeSantis.”
Activists against the bill,
however, quickly voiced
their opinions. Vice President
Kamala Harris denounced the
legislation, calling it “extreme
by any standard.”
President Joe Biden also
posted a statement to Twitter
(@POTUS) following the
decision.
“Last night, the
Republican-controlled Florida
legislature passed a dangerous
bill that will severely

restrict women’s access to
reproductive health care. My
administration will not stand
for the continued erosion
of women’s constitutional
rights,” Biden said.
Earlier in the month,
Florida Senate minority
leader, Lauren Books,
D-Broward, gave a difficult
testimony as a plea to include
an amendment allowing
exceptions for rape, incest and
trafficking in the bill, but it
failed.
In her remarks, she
recounts the sexual abuse she
endured as a child and how
the bill could affect people
like her — which, if signed
into law by DeSantis, would
take effect on July 1.
“While I’m tired of being
known as the survivor of
sexual assault in the Florida
Senate –– and I’ve been very,
very open about many of the
things that have happened to
me in my own life –– debates,

issues, and topics like this
compel me to share even more
about my past than I’ve ever
done before,” Books said.
“Until you’ve been there, you
just don’t get it.”
Ashley George is a
digital communication and
multimedia journalism
major at USF St.
Petersburg.
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‘EARFQUAKE’ in Tampa
By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

C

ritically acclaimed
hip-hop artist Tyler,
The Creator brought
his Call Me If You Get Lost
Tour to the University of
South Florida on Saturday
night.
The Grammy-winning
rapper, alongside opening
acts Kali Uchis, Vince Staples
and Teezo Touchdown, put
on an engaging show for
a nearly sold-out crowd at
the Yuengling Center on the
Tampa campus.
Tyler incorporated a
variety of props and special
effects — including a 1939
Rolls Royce Wraith that
elevated from underneath the
stage, a vintage baby blue
mansion with cascading stairs,
a wooden runabout boat used
to wade between the crowds,
an aesthetic hayfield with
strobe lights, a waterfall light
show and a dozen explosive
fireballs — resulting in an

ultimate performance that had
fans singing along for over an
hour.
He performed a mixture
of songs — including
“EARFQUAKE,” “Who Dat
Boy” and “WUSYANAME”
— from his vast discography
that stretches over a decade,
appealing to both newcomers
and die-hard fans.
In 2019, Tyler, The Creator
won a Grammy for his No.
1 charting album “IGOR”
and was recognized as Wall
Street Journal’s Innovator
of the Year and GQ’s Man
of the Year. His most recent
project, “CALL ME IF YOU
GET LOST,” also debuted
No. 1 on Billboard 200 and
landed him a headline spot at
Lollapalooza 2021.
Tyler performed at USF’s
Yuengling Center the last two
times he has gone on tour.
mksteele1@usf.edu

All photos by Sofía García
Vargas | The Crow’s Nest.
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‘It’s OK to Say Gay’ rally marches ARTS
& LIFE
through St. Petersburg
Story and photos by
Aubrey Carr
Crow’ Nest Staff

H

undreds gathered
outside the St.
Petersburg City
Hall on March 12 to protest
the recently passed House Bill
(HB) 1557, the Parents Rights
in Education bill.
Twelve Florida political
groups partnered to host
the “It’s OK to Say Gay”
rally, with support from
local political figures and
LGBTQ+ advocates ––
Pinellas County School Board
Member Caprice Edmond,
City Councilmember Richie
Floyd and State Rep. Michele
Rayner were all in attendance.
HB 1557 –– referred to
as the “Don’t Say Gay” by
critics –– was passed by the
Florida Senate on March 9.
If signed by Gov. Ron
DeSantis, the bill would
ban the discussion of
topics relating to sexuality
and gender identity in
kindergarten through
third grade classrooms.
Additionally, any instruction
of these issues deemed
inappropriate will be banned.
Opponents of the bill say
the legislation is damaging
to LGBTQ+ children and
families.
Lee Bryant, a Pinellas
County teacher for over 20
years, shared his opinion on
how the proposed bill could
impact his students.
“I know there are plenty
of people who say it’s not up
to the schools to provide that
support that should be left to
the home,” Bryant said. “But
sadly, research suggests that
among LGBTQ+ youth, only
one-third experienced parental
acceptance, with an additional
one-third experiencing
parental rejection.”
“Another study found that
LGBTQ+ young adults who
report high levels of parental
rejection are eight times more
likely to attempt suicide and

six times more likely to report
high levels of depression.
Without a safe and supportive
school, they would have no
one to turn to,” Bryant said.
Bryant chastised
supporters of HB 1557 but
urged the crowd to use the
bill’s passing as an incentive
to fight regressive legislation.
“Their wins are going to
make us work harder, because
they know their power is
nearing the end. That’s the
thing about progress... As
we work to open the world it
takes away their power. Their
power wants to cling to the
past and hold people back,”
Bryant said.
Rayner, the first openly
queer Black woman to be
elected to Florida Legislature,
spoke at the rally, condemning
DeSantis’ support of the bill.
“[DeSantis] has called
people who are LGBTQ and
those who are opponents of
his ‘Don’t Say Gay’ groomers
and pedophiles,” Rayner said.
“It is nothing but a lie and it is
despicable. We will not stand
for it.”
Rayner denounced the bill
and assured the crowd the bill
would be overturned.
“Guess what happens
when something is
unconstitutional, and it passes
in the legislature? It gets
overturned,” Rayner said.
“You know how [HB 1557]
is going to get overturned?
Because of people like you
that are making sure that the
legislators know that this
cannot stand.”
Following the rally,
demonstrators marched
through downtown St.
Petersburg, making their way
to the St. Pete Pier.
Marchers carried rainbow
flags and chanted, “It’s okay
to say gay.”
If signed by DeSantis, HB
1557 will go into effect July 1.
aubrey14@usf.edu
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By Katherine Metheny
Contributor

T

he University of
South Florida has
consistently proved
to be an incredible institution.
Gorgeous campuses, a
bustling metropolitan area at
its doorsteps and a studious
environment have always
made me glad I chose to come
here.
However, USF still
struggles in some areas,
particularly in keeping up
with pre-law communities
from other colleges, such
as the University of Florida
and Florida State University
(FSU).
Part of this comes down
to innate geography — for
example, FSU being situated
in Tallahassee provides
opportunities in the capital
that USF can’t replicate.
The other part comes down
to things we can control.
Some of these problems have
small, intuitive fixes that
would have a huge impact
on the student body. To be
proactive and start making
changes, here are some
definitive actions USF can
take to accomplish these
goals, or at the very least,
improve upon them.
I’ll break these solutions
down into three categories:
USF needs to update the
resources it offers students,
increase community
engagement and hold students
to a higher standard.
Of course, it’s easier said
than done.
Let’s start with the
simplest problem, much
needed updates on student
resources. All you need to

do is go to USF’s “Pre-Law
Track” program page and
take a look at “Law Related
Student Organizations” and
you will understand what I
mean.
Out of the six student
organizations listed, only
three still exist. One of those
recently reopened, after a
four-year span of debt that
foreclosed the club.
Why are we advertising
old clubs that haven’t been
active in years? Similarly,
why aren’t we advertising the
newer, excellent pre-law clubs
that have popped up across all
three campuses?
The answer is concerning,
nobody is updating this
website. The primary source
that pre-law students will
flock to for guidance on how
to structure their path at USF
is not being consistently
updated.
A closer look also reveals
that nowhere on this page
is the Graduate Record
Examinations (GRE), an
increasingly accepted and
popular alternative to the
Law School Admission Test
(LSAT), mentioned in any
capacity.
The solution to this is the
same –– update the official
website to make sure its
information isn’t misleading
or outdated.
When you’re looking to
go into law school, time in
your undergraduate degree is
precious. Students can’t afford
to not know all the resources
available, because they need
to begin building a resume
as soon as possible. That’s
hard to do when you can’t get
basic information, like what
clubs exist at your university,
or who to turn to if you’re
interested in a certain field of
law.
It’s especially hard when
you don’t even know that you
may need certain materials
to secure an internship,
or how helpful having a
published work is for a more
competitive law school.

I strongly believe we
should require pre-law
students to have writing
samples reviewed by their
advisors by the time they
enter junior year. Serious
legal internships are going to
expect top-notch writing skills
to even consider applicants.
By not alerting — and, more
importantly, not preparing —
students for this requirement,
we leave them floundering.
To make students as
competitive as possible for
a wide range of internships,
why not put that little bit of
pressure on them?
We also need to increase
community engagement, and
we can do so by strengthening
existing connections. There
are countless connections
USF already has within the
community that it is failing to
fully utilize.
Despite lacking a law
school, there are plenty of
Tampa Bay attorneys with
connections to USF.
In its 2020 Profile of
the Legal Profession, the
American Bar Association
reported that Hillsborough
County had over 7,000
lawyers residing within it,
positioning the area as third in
the state.
A quick search on
LinkedIn shows that a lot of
these lawyers recognize USF
as their alma mater. Since
these lawyers are already
connected to USF, why
not take the extra step and
strengthen this connection?
Why not invite them to a
luncheon where students can
come and talk, or better yet,
set up a shadowing program?
We are in an excellent
position to have great alumni
resources for students –– yet
are failing to act upon it in a
meaningful way.
We could also do better
by encouraging students
to consider research and
publication in similar ways
to their STEM counterparts.
Law schools repeatedly praise
students who have proven

their capacity for research and
writing, both of which are
core legal skills.
USF recently opened its
Center for Justice Research
and Policy, which presents
a fantastic opportunity for
students to get involved in
research. Some criminology
professors, like Bryanna Fox,
have founded their own labs.
We have this great wealth of
knowledge and experience
but aren’t promoting it nearly
enough.
Students can get
published in even simpler
ways –– Undergraduate
Law Reviews (ULR) have
exploded in popularity over
the past decade. These ULR’s
present a way for students to
demonstrate knowledge in the
legal field while gaining that
coveted publication title.
To name a few, some of the
schools hosting these ULR’s
include Columbia University,
Boston University and Oxford
University. All that is needed
to make these resources
known is to send out a few
links via email.
USF is by no means utterly
failing its students. I’ve had
so many great experiences
thanks to our existing prelaw community, but my
experience isn’t indicative of
everyone’s.
Students should be given
every opportunity to succeed.
Again, larger issues like
funding may be at play here.
However, we can make these
substantive changes now, so
that every pre-law student is
able to make the most of their
experience.
Katherine Metheny is a
USF Tampa junior majoring
in political science and
economics and minoring
in philosophy and legal
studies.
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USFSP takes moment of silence
for Ukraine
Story and photo by
Molly Ryan
Crow’s Nest Staff

A

s tensions continue
to rise in Ukraine
due to its ongoing
war with Russia, University
of South Florida students,
faculty and staff took a
moment of silence to observe
and recognize those impacted
by the conflict.
The event took place at
9 a.m. on March 8 at the St.
Petersburg campus’ Peace
Pole outside of the Nelson
Poynter Memorial Library.
Prior to the moment of
silence led by Assistant
Vice Chancellor of Student
Affairs and Dean of Students
Jake Diaz, attendees were
encouraged to engage in open
discourse about the UkraineRussia conflict.
According to Diaz, the
goal of the event was “to try
to offer a space where people
could slow down and be with
themselves to try to reflect
on what’s happening [in
Ukraine].”
Abigail Bradley-Tyler,
coordinator for Leadership
and Student Organizations
and an organizer of the event,

emphasized the event’s
objective in bringing people
together.
“I think [the event] is a
chance for everyone to come
together and remember that
we are one community,”
Bradley-Tyler said. “While
the university may not be
directly impacted by what
is going on [in Ukraine], we
are indirectly impacted by a
conflict like this.”
St. Petersburg Regional
Chancellor Martin Tadlock
also gave a speech
highlighting the campus’
dedication to tolerance in the
community and beyond.
Tadlock drew upon the
importance of having places
like the Peace Pole on campus
to “recognize the power of our
shared humanity.” BradleyTyler also emphasized the
Peace Pole’s significance “as
a location on campus to come
and reflect on life and what’s
going on around the world.”
Originating in Japan after
the bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, the Peace Pole
Project now has poles in
several countries to remind
those of its message: “May
Peace Prevail on Earth.”
Before Diaz led the

30-second moment of silence,
Tadlock urged both students
and faculty impacted in any
way by the conflict in Ukraine
to utilize support systems
— like the Wellness Center
and the Employee Assistance
Program — offered on
campus.
“It was special to lead the
moment of silence in light of
everything that’s happening
right now, not just in Ukraine,
but everywhere in the world,”
Diaz said.
Freshman political science
major, Taylor Herman, found
the event significant because
“it’s important for students to
be aware of what’s happening
in the world and how our
voices may potentially impact
what’s happening.”
For Herman, the event was
also relevant as she works
under St. Petersburg professor
Judithanne Scourfield
McLauchlan on joint research
with the Free International
University of Moldova — a
university in the country’s
capital, Chișinău, less than
100 miles from the Ukrainian
border.
“I feel that often times
with how we use social
media, we get desensitized to

Rogers Band. All ages are
welcome, and tickets are
$7. The show is taking
place at Hideaway Café
located at 1756 Central
Ave. Doors open at 6 p.m.
and the music kicks off at 8
p.m. Visit EventBrite for
tickets.

of people are welcome to
play, but smaller groups are
recommended. For tickets
and more information, visit
EventBrite.
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Freshman political science major Taylor Herman
stands beside a banner where attendees were invited
to write their thoughts and reflections.
truly impactful and influential
events — like the atrocities
that are happening in Ukraine
right now — so it’s important
for us to stay aware and
stay sensitive yet involved
in what’s going on there,”
Herman said.
Outgoing Lieutenant
Governor Eran Fruehauf also
encouraged students and
future leaders on campus
to engage in events like
the moment of silence that
encourage discussion and
reflection of current events in

the community and around the
world.
“Student Government and
other student organizations
are a part of civil society, and
as such, events like these are
important because it is here
where discussions, demands,
or agendas are made to our
government,” Fruehauf
said. “It gives us a chance
to provide a safe space for
dialogue and connection.”
mollyr5@usf.edu

By Sophia George
Crow’s Nest Staff
MONDAY
Its International Day
for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination.
The Office of Multicultural
Affairs is inviting students
to learn about the history
and effects of racism and
bias. The event includes
snacks, activities and
discussions about personal
experiences and collective
progression. Join in
the observation of this
monumental day in SLC
2100 or through Microsoft
Teams from 3:00 to 4:30
p.m. Registration is
available on BullsConnect.
TUESDAY
Come out and support a
local St. Petersburg band,
Hattan and the Kellys, in
their first ever headlining
show, followed by a special
appearance from the Ben

WEDNESDAY
Fans of the classic
mystery-solving game,
Clue, and the augmented
reality experience of
Pokémon Go, can now get
the best of both worlds
with the You Sleuth
Augmented Reality
Detective Experience.
This self-guided game
can be played any time
and any place on your
cellphone. Work virtually
with other group members
to gather evidence,
interview suspects and find
the culprit. Any number

THURSDAY
Celebrate the
accomplishments of Asian
American and Pacific
Islander (AAPI) directors
and filmmakers at AAPI
Film Night. Watch some
movies and unwind after
the first week back from
spring break. The event is
taking place in SLC 2100
from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Register on BullsConnect.
FRIDAY
Attention all qualified
members of the Tau Sigma
National Honor Society,
this year’s Induction
Ceremony is taking

place from 6 to 7 p.m.
in the USC Ballrooms.
Inductees are encouraged
to bring guests, and
current members are
welcome to join. Register
for the ceremony on
BullsConnect.
SATURDAY
Spend a day out on the
beach while helping bring
back its natural beauty
by joining Keep Pinellas
Beautiful in the Gandy
Beach Cleanup from
9 a.m. to noon. This event
is free and provides cleanup
supplies and a water refill
station, so make sure to
bring a reusable water
bottle. Participants are
asked to meet at the Urban
Kai parking lot located at
13090 Gandy Blvd. N.
Register for this event at
EventBrite.

SUNDAY
Women of color within
the USF community are
invited to come together,
share experiences and
celebrate their identity
at the Womxn of Color
Retreat in the USC
Ballrooms. Taking place
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
this retreat aims to create
a safe and inclusive space
to empower women in
wellness, leadership
and professional
development. Visit
BullsConnect for
more information and
registration.
george117@usf.edu
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By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he University of
South Florida Board
of Trustees (BOT)
chose Sycamore Fields
in Tampa as its preferred
location for an on-campus
football stadium during a
meeting on March 8.
Frank and Carol Morsani,
longtime USF supporters
and key figures behind the
formation of the university’s
football team in the 1990s,
gifted $5 million in support of
the initiative.
“We have loved watching
Bulls football for the last 25
years and are thrilled to make
the first gift in support of the
stadium,” the Morsanis said,
according to a press release.
“An on-campus stadium
elevates not only our athletic
programs, but our entire
university.”
Sycamore Fields, the
finalist among five possible
sites, is located in the
Athletics District on the
northeast side of the Tampa
campus and is currently used
for intramural sports. The 27acre site also resides adjacent
to where a new indoor
practice facility is being
constructed.
The idea to build the
Bulls a home stadium –– as
the team has played home
games in the Tampa Bay
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USF to pursue on-campus football
stadium atop Sycamore Fields site

Buccaneers’ Raymond James
Stadium since 1998 –– was
initially proposed by BOT
Chairman Will Weatherford in
September of last year.
“These student-athletes,
our 50,000 students,
the alumni, faculty and
administration deserve a
stadium on this campus,”
Weatherford, said according
to a press release. “Our
time has come. The athletic
program is ready for this
challenge.”
The initiative has since
been picked up by Michael
Kelly, vice president of USF
Athletics, and Jay Stroman,
CEO of the USF Foundation,
COURTESY OF USF
who presented the updated
The on-campus stadium will be built on Sycamore Fields, a 27-acre property in
plan to the BOT at the
the Athletics District located adjacent to the new indoor practice facility.
meeting.
Kelly believes Sycamore
“The impact of USF’s
Fields is the ideal location
on-campus stadium will be
for a stadium due to its rich
transformational in ways
history as the fields served as
that extend well beyond
training grounds for the first
football,” Law said. “[It will
USF football team in 1997.
be] a place to come together,
“It is without a doubt the
develop stronger relationships
most historically fitting,”
and build memories across
Kelly said. “Our football team generations.”
was literally born on those
The project will be further
fields a quarter century ago.
discussed and analyzed
[This project] is a tremendous among the BOT at a future
opportunity to build on our
date in June, including options
tradition in a very smart way.” for the project’s completion in
USF Interim President
2026 or 2027.
COURTESY OF USF
Rhea Law is also in support of
the plan and has committed to
USF’s Board of Trustees voted in favor of building a
mksteele1@usf.edu
making advancements on the
football stadium on the Tampa campus.
project in her annual goals.

Guess who’s back? Tom Brady returns to Tampa
with ‘unfinished business’
By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he Tom Brady era is
not over yet.
After announcing
his retirement on Feb. 1,
the seven-time Super Bowl
champion shook the internet
Saturday when he posted
that he would be returning to
the field as the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers quarterback.
“These past two months
I’ve realized my place is still
on the field and not in the
stands. That time will come.
But it’s not now,” Brady said.
“I love my teammates, and I
love my supportive family.
They make it all possible.
I’m coming back for my 23rd
season in Tampa. Unfinished
business.”
Brady’s retirement lasted
for a total of 40 days.
His announcement came
at a convenient time, as today
marks the start of the National
Football League’s free agent
negotiating period.
The Bucs have been
searching for a new starting
quarterback in Brady’s
absence, rumored to be in
trade talks with Houston
Texans’ Deshaun Watson.
Tampa also has numerous
free agent starters this

offseason — including
running back Leonard
Fournette, safety Jordan
Whitehead and most of all,
Brady’s partner-in-crime Rob
Gronkowski — all of which
are now more likely to re-sign
with Brady’s return.
Bucs’ center Ryan
Jensen re-signed with the
team shortly after Brady’s
announcement, agreeing to a
three-year, $36 million deal.
The day before he
announced his return, Brady
and his two sons were in
England at a Manchester
United game, watching
37-year-old Cristiano
Ronaldo score three goals in
a 3-2 victory over Tottenham
Hotspur. With this hat trick,
Ronaldo became professional
football’s all-time top goal
scorer in front of Brady’s
eyes, with a total of 807 goals.
Some suspect that Brady may
have been inspired by the
forward’s performance —
given Ronaldo’s relatively old
age — and decided that he too
has more to offer to the game.
Following the game, the
two generational talents met
on the field for a photo and
brief conversation.
In a video posted on
Brady’s Instagram story,

COURTESY OF @BUCCANEERS ON INSTAGRAM

Tom Brady announced he is coming out of retirement and will return as the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ quarterback for his 23rd season.
Ronaldo asked the 44-yearold, “You’re finished, right?”
Brady paused, smirked and
gave an inaudible response,
sending Twitter into a frenzy.
“Always a pleasure and
a privilege to share some

thoughts and ideas with
another GOAT,” Ronaldo said
in an Instagram post.
Whether Ronaldo inspired
him to return, or the five-time
Super Bowl MVP simply got
restless on his couch, one

thing is for certain: Brady is
back.
mksteele1@usf.edu

